Properties of cardioinhibitory factors produced in shock.
The widespread occurrence of circulating cardioinhibitory factors in many types of circulatory shock and in a variety of mammalian species is impressive. This review summarizes the properties of the nine best-known factors with regard to their occurrence, chemical properties, sites of origin, biological actions, and pharmacological modification. Cardioinhibitory factors appear to play a significant role in the pathogenesis of circulatory shock. There now are pharmacological means available with which to prevent the formation of such factors. With knowledge on the chemistry of cardioinhibitory factors rapidly accumulating, it is anticipated that specific antagonists to the action of these factors will become available in the near future.